THE POSSIBILITY AND PURPOSE OF AVATARHOOD

self-representations to its own variations of conscious-
ness; the real value of each finite phenomenon is an
infinite in its self-existence, whatever it may be in the
.action of its phenomenal nature, its temporal self-
representation. The man is not, when we look closely,
himself alone, a rigidly separate self-existent individual,
but humanity in a mind and body of itself; and
humanity too is no rigidly separate self-existent species
or genus, it is the All-existence, the universal Godhead
figuring itself in the type of humanity; there it works
out certain possibilities, develops, evolves, as we now
say, certain powers of its manifestations.  What it
evolves, is itself, is the Spirit.

For what we mean by Spirit is self-existent being
with an infinite power of consciousness and uncon-
ditioned delight in its being; it is either that or
nothing, or at least nothing which has anything to do
with man and the world or with which, therefore, man
or the world has anything to do. Matter, body is only
a massed motion of force of conscious being employed
as a starling-point for the variable relations of con-
sciousness working through its power of sense; nor is
Matter anywhere really void of consciousness, for even
in the atom, the cell there is, as is now made
abundantly clear in spite of itself by modern Science,
a power of will, an intelligence at work; but that
power is the power of will and intelligence of the Self,
Spirit or Godhead within it, it is not the separate,
"self-derived will or idea of the mechanical cell or
atom. This universal will and intelligence, involved,
develops its powers from form to form, and on earth
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